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HERO PRIESTS OF THE WAR
By the REV. DR. PETER GUILDAY

FATHER JOSEPH DER-GEN- T,

THE MARTYR
OF GELRODE

HAD rather not tell this story

I the story of a martyrdom In our
own times. Not because the Inci-

dent In themselves, frightful nu

they arc, uro a Wot on tho honor of

tho regiment which ierpetnite.I them,

hut becauso an Incident liapponed

whllo I was t rltltiK It which was us
startling us It was polgnunt tuid freight-

ed with grief. One of my collet?" chums
or has heen sending me from

tho tlrst time it appeared In London

a lltllo Flemish paper published thero
called llvo Voire of Icqluiii.' and some

timo In February last 1 read tho

shocking l.ile of rather Joseph Per-

cent's death for his faith.
Yon will look In vain for CJclrode,

whero lie was pastor, on the ordinary
maps of liolglum, for the town In too

email to bo put there. .Many n lime

when I was at eoll. ee In l.ouvaln wo

passed (.ieliodeotiourvvay to Acrschot,

mid the quirt peaceful village was

tut any In Flanders. When

1 began to collect material fur this
series of articles I felt that Father
IVergciit's :nart rdotn ought t" Und a

plnro In tho collection; '"'l " lending

over again the original report of his

death, published lVl.ftiary II!. tPF.
t lero was a pa-sa- g' In the K'einNh

I could not translate.
I knew one Fhinl-- h student from

J.ouvuln ai th- - Catholic Fnherslty of

America, ami I told him that I had a
dttlleillt passage 1 wanted him to look

over for me. lie eatne to my room

aeoompamed hy another Flemish stu-

dent, who had JiHt arrived from

and who lived through the
of Loiivaln. lie was rceolltlv

allowed ti. to America hy tin au-

thorities In order to llnls-- his studies
for the priesthood.

Alter talking about the old times

together .11 ibo FnlM'isity of l.uvaln
1 teuiiMl through my papers, found

the ntiiuW of the I in'ee In question

and showed him the pan-ac- Pur a
liiomeiit In: glow as white :us a (.'host,

i.n.l tli.i te.11 gathered in his eyes.

hut wit'.i a strong effort he got control

of himself and then
"l was the Involuntary cause of his

dca't."
1 m l.e v.. is nliuo-- t overcome l

tin. memory ot it. Put alter he had

calmed down he lold toe UiU

In his pastured of hrlstmas, I'.'l I,

Cardinal Mereii r says: "In my dio-.- ..

v.. .11,1111. I know that tlilrteen pra -

were mil. to death D110 01 tin se, in"
of lielroJe. a the

i,..ie 1, mi tali e martjiuom
II neiL.e 10 ti s anil,i',fc . . , ,

the Into- limit so iaiei u

mailii
grave,

which
mild
h.id

been feeding wi'h the zeal of an upos-t.- e

thi 1. did I t h.m thin fi-- m

the lauht. ot Heaven he would nuard
his palish, hi.-- , dioci-- e, his country ."

Tin words from one has never

been Known to overpraise or to
a single fact in his long

of phiiovophyespern u e u- - professor
ai the fnivirsity of I.0UV.1I11 arc
Mioiw wold-- , indeed. How true tl" y

rie the rt.idcr can e.isi.y Judrfo r

'2iintiir.
I'.ith 'i' .loseph Heigeiu wis a sp'.cn-t'i- d

tjpe of tlie ltidgliiu coiiih"?-
- priest

- -- sllllile, acte and obliging, gelier-1U- H

to a fault, and his niasterj over

suU was as swift as it wa 111.11 Mi-

ll. ,i.. In had won a reptu.i' Sen i'jr
c.ni.-- l and for devotion t.. the pool
a- - curate In the little towiw of l!i:tli

11 nil l.li'htsmrt. and when he vvils
as parish priest of tielrodo U:

!Niirmlier, I'.ilil. tho people o' tliese
MW.) lifle v

J inor Ins In

I

in body go of for

N
none was

he

r,iivm r. itKi:n.
night of November
thero ar few llremen who

m the at the
time will forget It. Not

ibat thero was a heavy death toll on
t iat night: as a of fact
ttitro was not a life lost; but it was
u night when queer happened
with a. rnpiditv made onu

Theto hud been a llttlo honllre down
in tho Cherrj Hill district, a hiis.ness
vh,i It lud for lirool.lv u liridge
lor a moment, but it was nothing

than a Hash in the pan .lolin
Jtil-- look ine down to on
two of an uutoiuoblle, So to

hut tout was of
doing things. was thero such
a ilriv ir in any lire and
vely thero will nover bo such
a one poor fellow, saw
to that whin ho drovo hlmstlf liead-Dr- st

into a wall.
T e '' something in tho nir

t '.u t mado olio that .lohn
of it as wo chugged back to

"i Ju". night, night, sir," ho said,
qui ir night,"

"D.d ou he "si;o tho
H.i't so dim'."'

"I believo I ever have. .John."
There was a l.ttle silence as we

I'll nod o ir Wile up the linwery. Then
John -- aid. spakliig more to himself
tTian to mi ;

"Sort cpooky, yen know. Odd
Mrs dirk It is ami yet there's

II fog "
Wi m-- r at nt ahnqt

11 or.,. 'j' tv u.i.s iiu'ft quiet
0 t ir h pf weio conerrned at

J'"'. I I 'd up a inagai-lue- , but
ined in h.t the spot

"I God for having urou.tht
me to you hero," ho said to tho peoplo
of ticlrode, "and all my energies will
Henceforth he yotl to
further your spiritual welfare. Tor
you und your children I will wir.'t anJ
pr.iy, suffer and die."

Tho Divinity which shapes our ends,
hew them how wo will, heard

this promise took the saintly man
at his word heforo a year had passed.
Tor nlno months, ho was to luujr

them and was then .i givo his
life for the faith he tnug'n them
!i, cherish and to .ovc.

Ills tlrst work was to teach llttlo
children to sins. And so well did he
succeed that a month after his
lation, on Chr1st111.it Day, tho llttlo

sang so Cross them one

l'"athcr Joseph Dcrgcttt.

in tiia t' " "U v...dei-- - who mt
cmtjiIi.ii as tli W11 here to ro nu 1nt lugut

to lUteu t 1

to i.itiNl fur 111 the Voice-
norftont was an anient '' hituir 1 hrtury

w orher i. tiio Intelligent typ. chtirged with tho surrounding
lislltuted in ' ti'n. toHe

ntimhereil I liee tw o eanio to
suiiertu, -

lnoro tnall tlioufand soIlN) for

pray

who

1S01

that

more
that

wheels
way

low

und

had

of Mtidnu the ineii re- -

llgious unions. In a short evety
In the pari-- h was Liirolled in one

or the uthir of tin. S'ni"iie.--. the
ih.ef of which were a circle fu the
relief of t!ic poor of tin dlsiri t and
tho reading circle winii guarded tho
'.I'erature riHtung into the village and
thus profcted the mor.u.s of
gron.ng hoys

In older to improve t'.ie. aimethods in use formed a
union a:.d a cardeiiem' union,

in Ms parish pn.ntisl to a
moral Intellectual In tteruieiit
when the news reached him on August
la Ui.it tlin town of
Aerschor had fallen Into tin. hands f
tile elelll been ics- - 1,1
sas;ntteil and the town
burned the ground!

felt

The following the
litirodo on way to !ouv:iiu

a ivslstance the town was
commanding of the

Invading regiment order.nl all the
.1 to j his

tho '

FIRE CHIEF CROKER'S FIGHT WITH A RIVER OF FLAMING GASOLENE
Croker's career the York Fire Department filled

with exciting adventures. For pure thritln perhaps of them
extraordinary than the experience which describes in the toU

lowing article.
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John in on his way to bed and
bald:

"llettcr take a nap, Chief, whllo
' cm. (bjcid night', sir."

I threw myself a cot
turned. No doubt about

It, there was Kiniethlng queer about
j the ght. Maybe air was

charged with electricity. Whatever
I' was, the queerness had taken hold
of my nerves and sleep was Impos-s.bl- e.

I rose, turned on the light
tried tho magazine again,

The clock struck ", There wan a
rap on thu door.

"Come I called.
It was John Hush, Ins hair

mussed up.
"It's no use. Chief, I can't coax

a wink. Saw vour light burning
tho liberty of - "

down, John, I can't coax a
wink either."

We talked a little almut of
Interist III department. Fifteen

An alarm to
cuius in. Justliietlwiy wo both counted,

one, uo, inrce -- one, two, three,
four one, two." nt the
chin t

"Tenth street lllver,
sir," ho said,

We exclaimed In tho nimo
breath:

"Tho gu.s works! "
1 slipped on my cat and hut

John dashed out for his, Thero was
Ho doubt that tho prospect of acthilv
was a relief to each us.

minutes later, less, the
glim of my wus thundering It.-- ,

acclamation of or protest:
tho iloiihto doors sliding hack
and wn on our way to the (lie,

Lp Uaftiveltc street to

an olllcer mounted the pulpit and an-

nounced to frightened peoplo that
sniping had occurred und that punish-
ment would he meted out Immediately.

No evlclenco was given, tio dentaU
heard. Seven young und one
young woman wero then taken out and
lined up against church wall und
shot. th'--i tho lop!o were al-

lowed to return to their houses wid
tho evening parsed In ti deathly

Father Dergent was openly ncctiBod,
by the enctny of being tho cause of tho
sniping. Ho protested in vain. Ho
was to within tho prer-hyte- ry

ami the enemy's soldiers, who
belonged to tho sumo regiment that
burned Iouvaln, chalked lnmilUng
words phrases on tho door of Ids
house, tfomo of hla parishioners,
bmver than tho othora, came to him
to cheer him up, and they wiped otU

Insulting inscriptions und substl-tute- d

words of prateo In their place.
tho American College at l,ouvaln

during July and August Botne
American and Flemish students had
remained. At the outbreak of war
they enrolled In the Belgian Hcd

of the parish beautifully service and of of

lliejr pin- -, Ioel vol.-.- wlU'iu
de.-ert- .mil inv and ."M

cMsilnltiuts. me tin" Hoe V In. inrrolw- -

them. word word of
social for r., Ulu -- wvre

ino.-.- t uttlng
congregations the the wounded.
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IMf'i pliist

purpoc inin
tune

man

the
and girls.

.cultural
lie runners'

and

and

day entered
and

after

more

looked

and

over-- !

and

In,"

and

"rilt

passed. began

looked

und the i:ast

both

of
of

wete

Aalof

the

men

tho

ordered remain

ami

tho

few

tho
were

ones two

and Had

on Augu-- t "j and after encouraging
Father D rgciit they Parted out
through the vilitge look for tho
woundis!, for hail been tiring

!n-- the town was taken. They found
four civilians in a very 1o.d state,
aho-- e needed the attention of
.1 t'liv.-icia- n their lives were to b
spared. What to do with the wound's
was a u'ob'."tu and my young friend
advised Father t to take the
WOUIUbd either to St I'eter's Hospital
In I.'iuvaln or t" where .1

leini'Oniry hoplt;il lieep estob-l-
ed in the monastery of tho lMepust

Fathers.
,Mv friend tho student had received

nothing but kiniuxisx from the enemy
and ho felt "tire that 1m w.ls right

tLtivislliLr tio. Itnrivti trlewt in iduL,,
Its Miijnr had I,. ,'n,sH for his rm for

to

to

Iveti li this on he that

MI'i.

took

minutes

couple

allowed to pass treely through
enemy's Tho priest's
servant made lied Cross urmlet,

early ne.t morning, AugutU
Father Dergent th woutaled
on straw beds in a wagon and with

llages catno people to to tl.e church, and when parishioner started out
slallation. m doors locked and Avrtichnt.
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to Tuiuh street. Kaei In Tenth street
As we turned tho corner ttie first flare
of tiro c.iuio Into view. Tho engine
bells wero sounding on all sides of us.
The thrill of a tight got Into our veins.
In a moment wo pulled up 100 feet
from tho blaze.

It was hoi tho gas works which
wero burning. It was a six story
building some 30u feet from the river.

"A veneering factory," said a bat-
talion chief coming up.

That meant oils and paint, a stub-
born tiro to light and always a menac-
ing iic, but not necessarily dangerous.
Flumes were shooting out ot the sec.
olid and third Hoof windows. Three
leads of hose wero already In tho
building. The men wero acting vith
their usual devil may cam bravery.

I walked down tho street to the
river. adjoining the,
burning building w.cs a stable. Men
.wero leading tho horses out already
and taking them to places of safety.
Next to tho stablo wus u largo lum-

ber ard. tletween thu lumber yurd
and tlie river wero tho gas works, tho
steel of the enormous tanks already
glimmering In the light of tho nearby
Humes,

As I on mo to the river's edge tho
Jiirill whltilo of tho tlrst lifeboat
sounded. In a few minutes It catno
alongside, mado fast and a crew of
men started up the meet carrying a
line of hose, Tea minutes later two
moro tlnimats wero ulongslde and
their engines were pumping the muddy
liver water Into tho veneering fac-
tory. returned to the. scent of tho
blaze. Tho gutters wero running
rnltli a tom tit of water four feet
Wide

"S-c- that one story building Just
to the west'." said the battalion chief
hurrying up.

About 8 o'clock tliat morning they
arrived at tho monastery, which hiul
been turned Into a hospital. The
fathers Raw nt once that leather Dex-go- nt

In dauger, for tho lied Crosa
bodgo was poorly mudo and wan not
stumped with tho enemy's seal, They
advised him strongly not to leavo tho
hospital until they had atrungtil the
matter with tho enemy's pnyetcianu,
hut ho told them of whut the youtiff
Flemish student had eald and that he
had no tlmo to wait for nil thin rod
tapo, becauso his parish was In the
hnndii ( tho enemy and his peoplo
needed hla support every moment In
tho trlala they wero going through.

itor going to confession to his roir- -
ular cotifosaor, Father Dlaslus, to
wnom no Fold: "I feel, father, that
tliis In my lust cotifcsalon," ho Btarted- -

hack to Gelrodo. He had PCHroeJy
reached tho limits of tho town' of
Avrechot when ho was arrested. HI i
Ucd Cross lsidgo was examined und
ho wan technically uccused of imiinK
on tho enemy's outposts under a dis
guise. That night ho spent In the
cellar of tho ctty hall of Aerachot a
prisoner and It was tiuiounced to him
that 011 tho morrow he was to die.

Father Dergent was about C7 years
old, a strong specimen of tho sturdy
Flemish stock which has .never known
fear, und ho showed no concern ovor
his fate. It was easy to dlo when It
was in 'tho pursuit of his duty as a
priest of (Jed. Had ho known tho
martyrdom awaiting lUm ho might
not huvo passed that night so calmly
or so peacefully.

Tho people of Aerschot were all
huddled together In tho Church of
Notre Dame. Tho priests of tho town
were Imprisoned thero also, in the
Eanctuory, and no otic was allowed to
mow except at regular Intervals, when
a grout) was led nutaldo tho church
for a few moments to satisfy their
lieed.s.

That inonilng an olllcer mounted the
pulpit und told the terrified priest and
peoplo that tho arlsh priest of (lel- -
PHe u u fit ,1'r. frtt Ills lk.iiii.pi In
kaving hi.s wn town, even though it j

was oa an errand or mercy. In this
several accounts I huvo of what fol-

lowed the writers all apologize for
telling the facts evuctly us they hap-
pened.

Father Dergent was placed upright
111 a ci rtuiu thing which stands out-tid- e

many churches in Ilelglum against
the w.ilt. His feet und arms were
bound with wire and tin each gr. up J

was brougnt out of tho church they
J were forced at lh" point of a revolver

to de.Mlo him 1 cannot be moro exact,
fr.r deci licy's tuttc. His fuco cut
und bleeding from the blows ho had
reciivid, and for tfireo hours this
hideous comedy was carried out in
the presence of the enemy's soldiers.

When the soldiers grow tlrid of it
ono among litem propo-o-- to give him
IiLm frwdom If he would cry out. "To
li with Jukus Christ!" iliero was
only one answer to that tejnpt.aUoti tii
apoxtafi.e, and It way u ttnn "Never!"

tho only vcj-.- I tliHt paired his llp.
during Urn whole tlmo of the outrage.
Two s .'dl.Tf tio-i- i dragged lUtJv-- r ler-ge- ni

in a ssa about tli.rtv jueterti
.cwj from tlio iiiuro!i and rht l.hn
tiifoiiga tho heart.

His wa.s titrlpiied and thrown
into Oio lv.tner. Two days later it
was pick, d up and burled. After Ui

caiituro of Malines. when things had
quieted down. Cardinal MiTI--r went
to tho unit where ho was interred, tho
body was eAhuiucI and carried In

to tho church at lielnxK
where tho nurtyrcsl pr;vt wtcs burlsi
vcitli tho highest honors.

That KilcJi a wing could take plm'n
In modern times Is nlmost iiu'rishhle.
Fnfortunatcly it is truo and Father
Dergent's tiiune Hands out among th
hercK-- s of ISolgiuui y as one who
suffered for his faith hh well 11s fm
h;a country. Cardinal Mercier would
never hav calbd him a martyr unless
he wa of tljo facts, and the young
Flemish student who sat and to'.d 1110

this story heard the incidents ss)Krn
. tout by the people of lielrodo on th
morning of the burial there.

Tlie cause of l 'uther l'rgent's awful
miffering hihI death he certainty wvin
not, but i Is not dltllcult to In'uiglue
what must havo passed over his
memory when he jtav the heading of
the article I showed hiu "Joeph
IXTgent, tho Martyr lYlent of CM-rod.-

in I'nitrJ Ftatf.i tiwf
Coimda ly ttlakily Hall. Great Britain
nphti rrsrri'fif.)

i

1.. -- v

Two soldiers then dragged Father Dergent a spot about meter away from the church and shot him through the heart.

Great Fire Fighter Tells of the Wild Night When Huge Tank Exploded and

Inimediatoly

eivJo.sUHMcicl

(Copyrighted

urencned streets With Blazing Liquid
en. I replied. A glimmer of light shot up from

houstH n enormous tnnl; which tin one story building. A long tongue
is tilled with gaso ene." ' of ,luJnP leapeil lnl0 w, lllr ,,,, diH.

I ere was a peculiar situation, one to appeared out of sight. Anothermake any fireman nervous. A good, ; tongue of flmuo did tho same; thensharp llro blazing '. tin oil soaked another, nnd unother, and another,building which hud on ono side a tank with Increasing rapidity. In a moment
tilled with gasolene and on tho other ' a pillar of tiro reached apparently tou metropolitan gas plant. Hut there i tho very stars and a roar like that ofwas nothing for us to do but tight distant thunder mndo our voices ul-t-

Urn und hop for the best, most inaudible.
That Is what we did. Hy i! o'clock Tho gasolene tank was an Inferno,tho llro was well under control and wo of flume,

utl breathed a sigh of relief. Tho I Jumped to the street and ran past!
building had been pretty thoroughly tlK burning buildings to the east,gutted, but tho wulls looked solid. The Then was no moro darkness to that I

bhuo hud been literally drowned. Hy night -- it had been turned to day.
this time the street to the river was Already I could sea gasolene on the,
like a river itself and a mighty tor- - water In tho street being carried rap-- 1

rentlal one at that. j.Hv to tho river.
I ordered half of 'ie engines taken n. jirt thought was for the men

Up and sent back to their houses. the veneering factory. Ono bv one
Thero wus no longer any sign of tire, they oumo back to th windows and
out enormous uiuuns or smoKe toiu UHodg(d on tho sills, btlll playing their
what wu4 smouldering. hose Into the boiling cauldron.

"John," suid I to my driver, "there, "Cotno down, evcrc man! " shouted.
seems to lj no more reason for our Tho order was passed along tin. line,
remaining, so let's go."

"Hlght, sir," said ho and stepped
to crank up the engine,

I tool; my place In tho car, glancing
nt John's stooped tlguru us J did so.

"

to thirty

1

but tho men moved down roluotuntlv .

They could not see tho danger. It is
always hard to tnako a good tlrem.iu
stop lighting a tiro even when lie
knows that his life Is in peril. 1 linv

Ills face wiih toward tho lire, my back, seen men walk into almost certain ,

was to It. Suddenly ho straightened death, impelled by an instinct common,
up, crying, "Look'" to all HrcniKii, to get at tho tiro Itso.f

Tho sldo wall of the building was no mutter what tho risk,
slowly toppling over. Its top grad-- 1 Suddenly, without the least 'warn-- 1

uallv curved down, as a piece of paper 'ng, a sheet of II. line shot ucross thu
Inmnlilg at one edge will curve over, I stteet. tno cry went up:
and suddenly collapsed and fell with a ''n for your lives:'
tremendous roar A myriad of sparks And then, like soino kind of ominous
shot Into the darkness ubove. Then a i life, a wall of tiro that stretched from
huge cloud of black smoke roso Uko curh to curb crept slowly but cer-- a

wrullh from tho ruins. Spellbound tulnly down that Hooded street toward
wo watchtd, the river

"One, two, three, four," I counted It was the gasoh ne burning on the
the seconds, "Ave, aix, seven, elgh "I surface of the wuter, An greater

quantities of it rushed foith Horn the.
shuttered tnnk the b!;t.o catno on tnoro
rapidly. The men at tho windows
who had not heeded tho tlrst order to
descend saw tho danger now and cl.im- -
bered down for their lives. Tho las'
of them fairly waded thtough liquid
Hanm to safety, some of them badly ;

burned.
A score of lis had letreated to the j

east of the factor towatd the rlvir.
Hcfoio we realized our situation wo'
weio cut off ftolll escapo lo the west,
where the onl real safety was to be
found. High walls on each side of tie
street prevented escape in any way
but straight to the lire boats.

Then occurred one of the mmi p.-- .

cullar things in the history of t'ic
New York liro Department. u th
history probably of any lite depart.
meiit in the world.

The wall of llamo seemed suddetilc
torflud wings. It shot down the -- licet,
fanned by a stltf biee.c ike a it- tit
schooner driving before the wind lo
an instant the Humes were failv
scorching our fuces. We turned and
ran for our lives In earnest

Most of lis Jumped on boaul the lire
boats, but Mime, a little to the tear,
plunged headlong into tin ilvet. There
was not even time to loosen tin s.
They were hacked In two with nvs,

the lilies of hose which held
us to tile shore

Five minutes, after that Ho: si!,.,.;
of ilatno had shut ncrnsr the sti i
there was a solid mass of Hie from
the veneering factory to the rUcr, n
distance of lUtu fisq, Thoii-aiii- ls of
feet of hose had hi ell bullied. Two-iK'or- e

tlmnon had escaped with tln-l- t

lives by a miracle
From the ih ok of tin tug ..Kci

back. First II s;,inle cp-s- i to
Home. Then the lumber yird was

i irt'fd
tin- - g.,
' Iter

hie o'
'.Iilil li

or.,!
!'.

help
SOlIll

III

n- a seeth furn.. Then
we: c i .1 . nioui' n'

i b.azc ll.ol tlie , l.cf
t'.o street ai.d various miio'I

;s added tluir fuel the gctl- -

i moment were perfectly
-- The Hie ecu. burning n- -
lellloll hud thrown a lotvh

from hell. The staiile, tilled with hay,
was loafing like a big pile safety
mutchi The gas hoi Us alone wete
geinr.it. enough heat turn the
digitus oi every ocean liner utlo.it.
The ciitiri l.l made m.e thinl. that
a scuon n. sun hud been planted
siiild-lii- v luo Manhattan
.Hid llit Idled to remain.

The the was bad enough in itself,
hut th.- danger vch.it it might do,
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